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Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s mother Heeraben Modi comes out of the polling station after casting
her vote during Gandhinagar Municipal Corporation election at Gandhinagar, Gujarat on Sunday.
Heeraba reached a polling booth at a Government school at Raysan in the city’s ward number 10,
where she cast her vote. For 44 seats of the GMC, a total of 161 candidates are in the fray, including
44 from BJP and Congress each and 40 from AAP, among others. (ANI)

NEW DELHI, Oct 3 (PTI)

INDIA added 22,842 new coro-
navirusinfectionstakingthetotal
tally of COVID-19 cases to
3,38,13,903,whiletheactivecas-
es declined to 2,70,557, the low-
est in 199 days, according to the
Union Health Ministry data
updated on Sunday.
The death toll climbed to

4,48,817with244freshfatalities,
according to thedataupdatedat
8 am.The active cases comprise
0.80 per cent of the total infec-
tions, the lowest since March
2020,while thenationalCOVID-
19 recovery ratewas recorded at
97.87 per cent, the highest since
March 2020, the ministry said.
A decrease of 3,332 cases has

been recorded in the active
COVID-19 caseload in a span of
24 hours. As many as 14,29,258
testswereconductedonSaturday
taking the total cumulative tests
conductedsofar fordetectionof
COVID-19 in the country to
57,19,94,990.
The daily positivity rate was

recorded at 1.80 per cent. It has

been less than three per cent for
last 34 days. The weekly positiv-
ity rate was recorded at 1.66 per
cent. It hasbeenbelow threeper
centforthelast100days,accord-
ing to the ministry.
The number of people who

have recuperated from the dis-
easesurgedto3,30,94,529,while
the case fatality ratewas record-
ed at 1.33 per cent.
Thecumulativedoses admin-

isteredinthecountrysofarunder
the nationwide COVID-19 vac-
cinationdrivehasexceeded90.51
crore.
India crossed the grim mile-

stone of two crore onMay 4 and
three crore on June 23. The 244
new fatalities include 121 from
Kerala,and49fromMaharashtra.
A totalof 4,48,817deathshave

been reported, including
1,39,166 from Maharashtra.

BJP to felicitate
nationwide hospital
staff on achievement
of 100 crore COVID

vaccine shots
NEW DELHI, Oct 3 (ANI)

THE Bharatiya Janata party
will felicitate doctors, nurses
andhospitalstaffnationwide
when 100 crore COVID vac-
cine shots have been admin-
istered to Indians.
India has completed 90

croreinoculationsofCOVID-
19 vaccines till now.
AsourceintheBJPtoldANI,

BJPwillfelicitatedoctors,nurs-
es and hospital staff nation-
wide. BJP MP, MLA, incharge
andotherswillgotoeverydis-
trict and area to thank and
felicitate them. It is a big
achievement for India.
ProbablybyOctober11and12
we will achieve this target.

A beneficiary receives a dose of the COVID-19 vaccine, at a
vaccination center, in Mumbai on Saturday. (ANI)

Active COVID-19 cases in country lowest in 199 days

NEW DELHI, Oct 3 (ANI)

TO mark the completion of two decades of
uninterrupted service in the public office by
PrimeMinisterNarendraModisincehetook
oath as Gujarat Chief Minister in 2001,
Bharatiya Janta Party (BJP) is all set to cele-
brate the occasionwith a series of events on
October 7.
“Partyworkerswillmark thedayby clean-

ing the rivers, spreading awareness among
the public about the work done by Prime
Minister NarendraModi on booth level and
other such social programmes. Party work-
ers will make people aware about the poli-
cies at every booth in the country,” sources
inBJPtoldANI.Cleaningofriversinthecoun-

try as a part of the Swachh Bharat Mission
willbeapartoftheday’splan,sourcesadded.
They further informed that MLAs, MPs

and others will ensure the plan is imple-
mented in their respected constituencies.
“Gurudwaras across the country will per-

form‘Ardas’ for the long life of PMModi and
langar will be organised as a part of ‘Seva
Samarpan’. Many Sikh committees have
already done in some part of the nation,”
another source in BJP stated.
BJP national President J P Nadda had

launched ‘Seva Aur SamarpanAbhiyan’ ear-
lier in September at the party headquarters
in the national capital to mark the 71st
birth anniversary of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

BJP to celebrate PM Modi’s two
decades in public office on Oct 7

World’s largest tricolour in
khadi at Leh is unique tribute
to Mahatma Gandhi: PM
NEW DELHI, Oct 3 (PTI)

THE display of the world’s largest tricolour in khadi
atLehisa“uniquetribute” toMahatmaGandhi,Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said on Sunday and urged
people to make the fabric and handicraft products a
part of their lives.
ModiwasreactingtothekhadiandVillageIndustries

Commission’stweetabouttheorganisationpayingtrib-
ute to Gandhi on his birth anniversary on Saturday
by displaying the world’s largest national flag, which
is 225 feet long and 150 feet wide, in Leh.
“This is a unique tribute to respected Bapu, whose

passion towards khadi is widely known. This festive
season, do consider making khadi and handicraft
productsapartofyourlivesandstrengthentheresolve
to build an Aatmanirbhar Bharat,” Modi said.

JAMMU, Oct 3 (PTI)

RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat
on Saturday said the world
looksup to India for its firm
belief in sustainable devel-
opment and eco-
friendly lifestyle.
India has had

democracy for ages,
the RSS chief said at
an event here.
It has a firmbelief

insustainabledevel-
opment and eco-friendly
lifestyle and the European
countrieshavecoinedthese
terms in the recent times,

hesaid.Now,theworldlooks
up to India for this belief
and practice in sustainable
development, theRSSchief
said. The society has to
behave with dignity to

strengthen the
nation.We together
will take India to
newer heights. The
entireworldwill fol-
lowthelifeandideas
of our country to
maketheirliveshap-

py and beautiful. They will
recast their lives inhuman-
ityandbalancewithnature,
Bhagwat said.

‘World looks up to India for its
firm belief in sustainable devpt’

Punjab Governor
launches cow
protection
awareness drive
LUDHIANA, Oct 3 (PTI)

PUNJAB Governor Banwarilal
Purohit hereon
S a t u r d a y
launcheda cow
p r o t e c t i o n
awarenesscam-
paign, describ-
ing the animal
sacred and an
integral part of
the Indian cul-
ture. Cow is
sacred for all of

usandisanintegralpartofIndia’s
culture,hesaid,addingthatpeo-
pleworshipitandsocialreformer
Vinoba Bhave ran a movement
to protect cows.Thecowprotec-
tion awareness campaignwill be
effectively implemented in each
districtofthestateandpeoplewill
be encouraged to adopt a cow in
the gaushalas, he said. He also
emphasised the need for more
cowsheds to protect the animal
and said the facilities should be
equippedwithelectricity, fodder,
drinkingwaterandmedicalteam.

Banwarilal
Purohit

BHUBANESWAR, Oct 3 (IANS)

ODISHA’S ruling Biju Janata Dal
(BJD) on Sunday won the bypoll to
the Pipili Assembly constituency by
20,916 votes.
BJD candidate Rudra Pratap

Maharathy got 96,972 votes while
BJP’sAshritPattanayaksecuredsec-
ond position with 76,056 votes.

Congress candidate Bishwokeshan
HarichandanMohapatrawasableto
get only 4,261 votes, State Chief
Electoral Officer S K Lohani said.
A total of 1,80,930 votes including

893postalballotswerecountedwhile
136 votes were rejected due to var-
ious reasons, he said.
Asmany as 10 candidates were in

fray for the seat lying vacant after

the death of sitting BJD lawmaker
Pradeep Maharathy in October last
year. Chief Minister and BJD
President Naveen Patnaik thanked
the people of Pipili area for their
support to his party. In the 147-seat
House, the BJD now has 114 mem-
bers,theBJP22,Congressnine,while
thereisoneCPI(M)andIndependent
lawmaker.

BJD wins Pipili by-poll by over 20,000 votes

No guardian for farmers, says
Fadnavis after visiting
rain-affected Nanded villages
AURANGABAD. Oct 3 (PTI)

SENIOR BJP leader Devendra Fadnavis on Sunday said his
Government had given insurance aid of Rs 500 crore per dis-
trict to farmers affected by rains and flooding, while the sit-
uation todaywas such that cultivators were feeling as if they
had no guardian in Maharashtra.
HewasspeakingtoreportersaftervisitingChivliandFulval

villages in Nanded, some 260 kilometrres from here, during
the day. “Rains havewashed away land anddestroyed crops.
Earlier, we used to give crop insurance of Rs 400-500 crore
per district. But now the situation is such that there is no
guardian left for farmers. Loss assessment surveys have not
been completed, there is no help by way of insurance and
power connections are still not up,” he said.

KAVARATTI, Oct 3 (PTI)

DEFENCE Minister Rajnath Singh on
Saturdaysaidnooneintheworldcandare
toquestionordoubt thepatriotismof the
MuslimpopulaceinLakshadweeporeven
the other inhabitants of the islands as
theyhavethwartedattemptsofanti-India
forces to brew trouble or instigate the
people there against the country.
No one on Earth can dare to doubt the

patriotism of the Muslim people in
Lakshadweep.Noone canput a question
mark on the patriotism of the people of

Lakshadweep, Singh said during his
speechontheoccasionof the152ndbirth
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi.
He was addressing the people after

unveiling a statue of Gandhi.
Singh, during the event, also spoke on

theissueofclimatechangeandhowglob-
alwarmingandresultingriseinoceanlev-
els pose a threat to the existence of
Lakshadweep.
HesaidthataspartoftheGovernment’s

positiveattitudetowardsreductionofcar-
bon emissions, the Prime Minister has
decided to ban manufacture, sale and
usage of single use plastics and related
products from July 1 next year. He also
said that cleanliness on land should also
include cleaning of the oceans and this
has been emphasised upon by the Prime
Minister.
The marine ecosystem has to be kept

clean,headded.Ontheissueofanti-India
forcesattemptingtofomenttroubleinthe
island, Singh said that due to the strate-
gic location and importance of the island
archipelago, such attempts have been
madeinthepastandevennow,butefforts
ofsuchentitieswereunsuccessfulbecause
of the islanders.
Hefurthersaidthattherewereattempts

to promote extremism, radicalism and
terrorism in Lakshadweep, but all these
efforts failed and for that he congratulat-
edthepeopleoftheislandUnionTerritory.

No one can doubt patriotism of Muslim
populace in Lakshadweep, says Rajnath

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh is
received by Vice Admiral A K Chawla,
the Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief,
Southern Naval Command on his arrival
at the Southern Naval Command at
Kochi, on Saturday, en route
Lakshadweep and Minicoy Islands. (PTI)

Mahant Nritya Gopal Das
unwell, to be hospitalised
LUCKNOW, Oct 3 (IANS)

MAHANT Nritya Gopal Das, the head of
theRamJanmabhoomiNyasandShriRam
Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra, is being
brought to Lucknow to be admitted to the
Medantahospital, followingcomplaintsof
paininchest, fluctuatingoxygenlevelsand
excessive urine discharge.
A team of doctors examined the ailing

Mahant on Sunday morning in Ayodhya
and then advised hospitalization after
which the Mahant is being brought to
Lucknow for hospitalisation.
Last year, Mahant Nritya Gopal Das, 83,

had been hospitalised after testing posi-
tive for COVID.
Since then, he has avoided public func-

tions and has remained confined to his
residence.

Neha Dhupia, Angad
Bedi welcome baby boy
MUMBAI, Oct 3 (PTI)

ACTORcoupleNehaDhupiaandAngad
BedionSundaybecameparents to their
second child, a baby boy.
The couple, who have a two-year-old

daughterMehr,hadannouncedthepreg-
nancy in July.
In an Instagram post, Bedi said both

Dhupia,41,andthebabyweredoingwell.
“The almighty today blessed us with a
baby boy. Both Neha and the baby are
well.Mehr is ready to pass on the ‘baby’
title to the new arrival.
“#Bedisboy is here!! Waheguru mehr

kare @nehadhupia thank you for
being such a warrior through this jour-
ney. Lets make it a memorable one for
all four of us now,” the 38-year-old
actor wrote.


