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M❆A✮J❉ V✶I❋J❉I❋T✸ K❈U✷M❆A✮R✻ S✹I❋N❄G■H❍,✬
S✹C✪ 0✼6✳ A✮U✷G■ 1❀9✵7✺5✯ T✸O❃ 0✼4★ O❃C✪T✸ 2✲0✼0✼1❀
Every soldier of the Regiment is proud of your
supreme sacrifice and bravery. We wish you
were present to guide us. Your heroic deed in
which you neutralised 02 insurgents on 04 Oct
2001 will forever motivate us. The way you
lived your life is a testimony to the highest
traditions of the Indian Army.

C✪O❃ a✱n❇d✭ A✮l❊t✽ R✻a✱n❇k●s✿ 1❀7✺ P❁a✱r❂a✱ F❏d✭ R✻e✫g✧t✽ (❅8✾ R✻A✮J❉P❁U✷T✸)✴
S✹E✦P❁ S✹U✷R✻I❋N❄D✩E✦R✻ S✹I❋N❄G■H❍
2✲7✺ S✹E✦P❁ 1❀9✵8✾9✵ T✸O❃ 0✼4★ O❃C✪T✸ 2✲0✼1❀5✯
In the remembrance of Late Sep Surinder Singh
who left us for his heavenly abode on 04 Oct
2015. May Wahe Guru Ji give strength to CHHE
SIKH fraternity and his family to bear this loss
with courage and fortitude. He will continue to
be a source of inspiration and strength for us.
Let us pray for him in our hearts and remember

a life lived so wonderfully in the service of the nation. 
C✪O❃ &✰ A✮l❊l❊ R✻a✱n❇k●s✿ 6✳ S✹I❋K❈H❍

MANOJ MORE
PUNE, OCTOBER 3

AHEAD OF the civic elections in
the state next year, Governor
Bhagat Singh Koshyari on
Sunday issued an ordinance
amending the Maharashtra
Municipal Corporation Act as
part of which each prabhag or
panel will elect three corpora-
tors. The decision will be appli-
cable to all civic bodies in
Maharashtra barring Mumbai
where “one ward, one corpora-
tor” system will continue to be
implemented.

Following the ordinance,
the Maharashtra government
will notify the State Election
Commission (SEC) to start the
poll process for the three-cor-
porator-per-prabhag system.

Issuing the ordinance, the
Governor said, “In view of the
Covid crisis in municipal corpo-
ration areas, it has been agreed
upon that a multi-member
ward will help in controlling
the situation. Therefore, after
reviewing the situation, and to
streamline functioning of the
civic bodies, the government
has carried out the amendment
to the Act. Each panel will elect
three members and not less
than two or more than four.
Since the state legislature is not
in force as of now, the ordi-
nance is being issued for the
three-member panel system.”

Balasaheb Khandekar, who
heads the election department
of the Pimpri-Chinchwad
Municipal Corporation (PCMC),
said the SEC will ask the civic
bodies to demarcate the
boundaries based on the 2011
population census. “Besides, it
will decide upon the reserva-

tion in the panels and updation
of the voters list after which the
civic bodies will get into the
act,” he added.

Khandekar said in PCMC,
only one panel will elect two
corporators while the rest 42
will elect three corporators.
“However, the number of cor-
porators at 128 will remain the
same,” he said. 

Corporator Asha Shendge
said, “I was elected last year
when four corporators were
elected from one panel. In 2017,
PCMC had 32 prabhags. In
2002, the three-corporator
panel system was in place,
which will now return for 2022
elections.”

The government decision
has come despite the state
Congress vehemently opposing
the system. Maharashtra
Pradesh Congress Committee
(MPCC) chief Nana Patole said
the Congress will continue to
“democratically oppose” the
three-member panel system.
The Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP), which too had opposed
the system, has now decided to
accept the government deci-
sion. Shiv Sena’s support to the
system is evident with Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray,
who is also the Sena chief, giv-
ing his final approval to it.

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
MLA Laxman Jagtap said,
“Whether one member is
elected or three, it won’t make
any difference to the BJP. We
will have more number of cor-
porators than (we did in) the
2017 elections.”

In 2017, the BJP had grabbed
power in PCMC by unseating
the NCP. It was the maiden vic-
tory for the BJP since the first
PCMC elections in 1986.
Following all subsequent elec-
tions till 2017, either the
Congress or the NCP had ruled
the civic body.

Sena Parliamentarian
Shrirang Barne said, “The ac-
tual position or equation will
become clear only after reser-
vations for women, OBCs, SCs
and STs are announced.”

Barne said the Sena will do
much better than the last elec-
tions. As for alliance with the
NCP, Barne said the party lead-
ership will take final call in this
regard.

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP), which will be contest-
ing the Pune Municipal
Corporation (PMC) and PCMC
polls for the first time, has
strongly opposed the three-
corporator panel system. “In
multi-member ward, it be-
comes difficult to fix responsi-
bility. For smaller parties espe-
cially, the system is disastrous.
We are in favour of ‘one ward,
one corporator’ which is as per
the constitutional provision,”
said Mukund Kirdat, Pune
president for AAP.

Former mayor Yogesh Behl,
also a PCMC corporator, said,
“The three-member panel will
now change the boundaries. It
is in the interest of both the
voters and the candidates.” 

Welcoming the govern-
ment decision, the NCP’s
Pimpri-Chinchwad chief
Sanjog Waghere said, “Because
of the corruption during the
BJP rule, the NCP will stage a
comeback in the 2022 elec-
tions.” 

3 corporators
for every
prabhag in ’22
civic elections
Decision applicable across state
barring Mumbai where ‘one ward,
one corporator’ system will continue
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MUMBAI, OCTOBER 3  

ARYAN KHAN, the 23-year-old
son ofactor Shah Rukh Khan was
a special invitee on the cruise
ship Cordelia and had been
screened twice, and no contra-
band had been found on him nor
any evidence of consumption,
his lawyers told the court where
he was produced late on Sunday
evening.  

The Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB), which has invoked bail-
able charges against Aryan and
two others, said that there was
material in the form of
WhatsApp chats against the
three, allegedly ‘showing nexus
with peddlers and suppliers on

regular basis’.  
After being detained from

the ship in the early hours of
Sunday, Aryan, Arbaaz Merchant
(26) and Munmun Dhamecha
(39) were produced before the
additional metropolitan magis-
trate’s court around 7 pm. The
NCB was granted one-day cus-
tody until October 4.  

Piecing together the events
on the cruise ship before the
court, Aryan’s lawyer Satish
Maneshinde said Aryan was in-
vited by the organisers of the
party as a special invitee.  

“He did not have a ticket or a
boarding pass, no allotted seat
number or cabin. He reached the
dock to board and the authori-
ties screened him. His luggage
along with that ofhis friends was

also screened and nothing was
found,” Maneshinde said.

He said that a further search
by NCB officials was conducted
and then also nothing was found.
He added that Aryan’s phone was
then examined and he was de-
tained for questioning based on
chats, both deleted and present.  

“Prima facie investigation in-
dicates that there is material in
form of WhatsApp chats show-
ing the nexus of these respon-
dents (Aryan, Merchant and
Dhamecha) with peddlers and
suppliers on regular basis,” spe-
cial public prosecutor Advait
Sethna told the court.  

He added that the chats were
recovered on Day 1. The NCB sub-
mitted a case diary, including
chats to the court for its perusal.  
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‘DRUG BUST’ ABOARD CRUISE SHIP

Aryan Khan produced in court, no
contraband was found on him: lawyer 
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IT WAS meant to be a two-day
cruise and we were expecting to
be back in Mumbai on Monday.
The idea was to enjoy the pool
party and music concerts that the
cruise ship had lined up.

As per the itinerary, the ship
was to sail around 4 pm on
Saturday. Most of the passengers
had checked in by 2 pm.

We were told that the concert
would begin as soon as the ship
left the harbour at 4, but all of us
were a bit perplexed when the
ship did not leave the port on time
or even hours after.

We were getting restless, and
around 8 pm one ofthe ship crew
came up and told some passen-

gers that the NCB had conducted
a raid and two people had been
detained as drugs had been recov-
ered from them. By around 9 pm
there was a buzz on the ship that
the son ofa well-known superstar
had been caught with drugs. We
still did not have an inkling as to
who it was. We tried to search on-
line for news reports and came to
know that some people had been
arrested from our ship.

But during the entire time
there was also a semblance ofnor-
malcy, as ifnothing had happened
on the ship. The restaurants and
food counters on the ship were
open. People were dining, and
there was music playing.

Only when people got to
know that Aryan Khan was ar-
rested was there a bit of panic
among guests. Many said they

wanted to deboard as they did not
want to get caught in an unneces-
sary controversy.

Ship officials, however, as-
sured people that there would be
no problem and the ship would
sail soon. When people insisted
that they wanted to leave, they
were told they could do so but
would not be entitled to a refund
as the cruise was not responsible
for the conduct of the passengers
who were arrested.

Following this, many of the
people decided to stay back.

The ship finally sailed around
5 am on Sunday morning. The de-
lay happened because there were
many people who had not
checked in and the ship left only
when they boarded.

AS TOLD TO 

DEVENDRA PANDEY

Unease when we heard SRK son
was caught: a passenger’s account
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