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rzcma Amidthe Capitolriot, Facebook
faceditsowninsurrection

Facebook engineersraced to tweakinternal controls toslow thespread of misinformationonriot

CITY MAX(°C)  MIN(°C)
SINGAPORE 27 25 H
HONG KONG 31 28 H
TOKYO 30 25 S
LONDON 23 14 H
DUBAI 41 33 S
SAN FRANCISCO 21 14 H
NEW YORK 28 24 H
MOsCow 32 18 R

S=sunny, CL=Clear,
H=hazy, R=rainy...

People queue to register
for the Covid-19 vaccina-
tion during a 'vaccination
marathon' in Bucharest,
Romania.

9 IS terrorists killed in
Balochistan: Nine Islamic
State (IS) terrorists were
killed during a raid in Pak-
istan's Balochistan
province, a police official
said on Saturday. The
police forces of the
Counter-Terrorism Depart-
ment (CTD) conducted the
intelligence-based raid on
Friday after getting con-
firmed information about
the militants hiding in the
Roshi area of Mastung dis-
trict of the province, CTD
official Mehmood Ali told
Xinhua news agency.

Indian-origin engineer shot
dead in Mexico: Anjali
Ryot, a San Jose, Califor-
nia-based travel blogger
and senior site reliability
engineer employed with
Linkedin, was killed in a
drug cartel-related shoot-
ing in the ostensibly
peaceful Mexican resort
town of Tulum, reports
the 'Daily Mail'. On 20 Octo-
ber, four men suspected
to be drug dealers and
armed with assault rifles,
shot in the direction of a
table next to the one
where Ryot was enjoying
a joyful night out with
friends.

WASHINGTON,

s supporters of Don-

ald Trump stormed

the U.S. Capitol on 6

anuary, battling police

and forcing lawmakers into

hiding, an insurrection of a dif-

ferent kind was taking place

inside the world’slargest social
media company.

Thousands of miles away,
in California, Facebook engi-
neers were racing to tweak
internal controls to slow the
spread of misinformation and
inciteful content. Emergency
actions~some of which were
rolled back after the 2020
election~included banning
Trump, freezing commentsin
groups with arecord for hate
speech, filtering out the “Stop
the Steal” rallying cry and
empowering content mod-
erators to act more assertive-
ly by labeling the US a “Tem-
porary High Risk Location” for
political violence.

Atthe same time, frustra-
tion inside Facebook erupted
over what some saw as the
company’s halting and often

reversed response to rising
extremism in the US.

“Haven’'t we had enough
time to figure out how to
manage discourse without
enabling violence?” one
employee wrote on an inter-
nal message board at the
height of the Jan. 6 turmoil.
“We've been fueling this fire
foralongtime and we should-
n’t be surprised it's now out
of control.”

It's a question that still
hangs over the company today,
as Congress and regulators
investigate Facebook’s part
in the Jan. 6 riots.

New internal documents
provided by former Facebook
employee-turned-whistle-
blower Frances Haugen pro-
vide a rare glimpse into how
the company appearsto have
simply stumbled into theJan.
6riot. It quicklybecame clear
thateven after yearsunder the
microscope forinsufficiently
policingits platform, the social
networkhad missed howriot
participants spent weeks vow-
ing~ on Facebookitself ~ to stop
Congress from certifying Joe
Biden’s election victory.

The documents also appear
tobolster Haugen's claim that
Facebook putits growth and
profits ahead of public safe-
ty, opening the clearest win-
dowyet into how Facebook’s
conflictingimpulses~to safe-
guard its business and protect
democracy~clashed in the
days and weeksleading up to
the attempted Jan. 6 coup.

This story is based in part
ondisclosures Haugen made
to the Securities and Exchange
Commission and provided
to Congressinredacted form
by Haugen’s legal counsel.
Theredacted versionsreceived
by Congress were obtained by
aconsortium of news organ-
izations, including The Asso-
ciated Press.

US torelease more documentson
Kennedy murderon 15 Dec: WH

WASHINGTON,

The US authorities are going
torelease part of the previously
unpublished materials about
the 1963 assassination of the
35th President John Kennedy
on 15 December, the White
House has announced.

The relevant memoran-
dumwas signed by President
Joe Biden on Friday (local
time) following the recom-
mendations by the National
Archives and Records Admin-
istration (NARA).

“Anyinformation currently
withheld from public disclo-
sure that [government] agen-
cieshave not proposed for con-

tinued postponement shall be
reviewed by NARA before 15
December, 2021, and shall
be publicly released on that
date. Out of respect for the
anniversary of President
Kennedy's assassination, such
release shall not occur before
December 15,2021,” theWhite
House said in a statement.
Bidenalso certified the con-
tinued withholding of all of the
information related to the
assassination from full public
disclosureuntil 15 December,
2022, as the US Archivist
requested more time “to engage
with the agencies and to con-
ductresearch within the larg-
er collection to maximise the
amount of information

Baldwinwastold gunwas‘cold’
before movie set shooting

SANTAFE,

As a film crew and actors in
Western garb prepared to
rehearse a scene inside a
wooden, chapel-like building
onadesert movie ranch out-
side Santa Fe, assistant direc-
tor Dave Halls stepped out-
side and grabbed a prop gun
off a cart.

He walked back in and
handed it to the film's star, Alec

horrified questions about
how it could have happened
again. The executive pro-
ducer of ABC’s police drama
“TheRookie” announced Fri-
day the showwould nolonger
use “live” weapons because
the “safety of our castand crew
is too important.”

Details of the shooting at
the ranch on Bonanza Creek
Road wereincluded inasearch
warrant application filed by
the Santa Fe County Sherift’s

loaded with live rounds, a
detectivewrote in the search
warrant application.

It was unclear how many
rounds were fired. Gutierrez
removed a shell casing from
the gun after the shooting, and
she turned the weapon over
to police when they arrived,
the court records say.

Halls did not immediate-
lyreturn phone and email mes-
sages seeking comment. The
Associated Press was unable

released,” citing the “significant
impact” of pandemic.

“The Archivist shall issue a
plan, no later than December
15,2021, to digitize and make
available online NARAs entire
collection of records concern-
ingPresidentKennedy’s assas-
sination,” the statement said.

President Kennedy was
assassinated in Dallas on 22
November, 1963. Several inves-
tigations came to the con-
clusion that the shots were fired
by Lee Harvey Oswald, who
was arrested. Two days later,
he was shot by Jack Ruby, an
owner of a club in Dallas,
while being escorted to a car
that was supposed to take
him to a county jail.

Training...

What Facebook called
“Break the Glass” emergency
measures putin place onJan.
6 were essentially a toolkit of
options designed to stem the
spread of dangerous or vio-
lent content that the social net-
work had first used in the
run-up to the bitter 2020 elec-
tion. As many as 22 of those
measures were rolled back at
some point after the elec-
tion, accordingto aninternal
spreadsheet analyzing the
company’s response.

“Assoonas the election was
over, they turned them back
off or they changed the set-
tings back to what they were
before, to prioritize growth over
safety,” Haugen said in an
interview with “60 Minutes.”

Aninternal Facebookreport
following Jan. 6, previously
reported by BuzzFeed, fault-
ed the company for havinga
“piecemeal” approach to the
rapid growth of “Stop the
Steal” pages, related misin-
formation sources, and vio-
lentand inciteful comments.

Facebook says the situation
is more nuanced and that it
carefully calibrates its controls
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?r/':

to react quickly to spikes in
hateful and violent content,
as it did on Jan 6. The com-
panysaidit's notresponsible
for the actions of the rioters
and that having stricter con-
trolsin place prior to that day
wouldn't have helped.

Facebook’s decisions to
phase certain safety measures
inor out tookinto account sig-
nals from the Facebook plat-
form as well as information
from law enforcement, said
spokeswoman Dani Lever.
“When those signals changed,
so did the measures.”

Lever said some of the
measures stayed in place well
into February and others
remain active today.

Some employees were
unhappy with Facebook’s
managing of problematic
content even before the Jan.
6 riots. One employee who
departed the company in
2020leftalongnote charging
that promising new tools,
backed by strong research,
were being constrained by
Facebook for “fears of public
and policy stakeholder
responses’”.

Protesters sit down as they take part in the Global Climate

Strike of the movement Fridays for Future on the Kramgasse

street in Bern, Switzerland.

Deal on Biden’s $2tn
planedgescloser;
Harrisis‘confident’

WASHINGTON,

Adeal withinreach, President
Joe Biden and Congress’ top
Democrats edged close to
sealing their giant domestic
legislation, though the infor-
mal deadline appeared to
slip as they worked to scale
back the measure and deter-
mine how to pay for it.

Negotiations were expect-
ed to continue into the week-
end, all sides indicating just
afewissues remained unset-
tled in the sweeping package
of social services and climate
change strategies.

Biden met at the White
House on Friday with House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, and Sen-
ate Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer joined by video call
from from New York, trying
toshore up details. Thelead-
ers have been working with
party moderates and pro-
gressives to shrink the once-
$3.5 trillion, 10-year package
to around $2 trillion in child
care, health care and clean
energy programs.

Pelosisaid adeal was “very
possible.” She told reporters
backat the Capitol that more
than 90 pr cent of the pack-
agewas agreed to: The climate
change components of the bill
“areresolved,” but outstanding
questionsremained on health
care provisions.

Vice President Kamala
Harris sounded even more cer-
tain. On avisit to New York City;
she said tensions often rise over
final details but “T am confi-
dent, frankly~not only opti-
mistic, butlam confident that
we will reach a deal.”

No agreement was
announced by Friday’s self-
imposed deadline to at least
agree on a basic outline.
Bidenwantsadeal beforehe
leaves next week for global
summits in Europe. Pelosi
hoped the House could start
voting as soon as next week,
but no schedule was set.

Sticking points appear to
include proposed corporate
tax hikes to help finance the
plan and an effort to lower pre-

scription drug costs thathas
raised concerns from the
pharmaceutical industry.
Democrats are in search of a
broad compromise between
the party’s progressives and
moderates on the measure’s
price tag, revenue sources
and basic components.

At the White House, the
president has “rolled up his
sleeves and is deep in the
details of spreadsheets and
numbers,” press secretary
Jen Psaki said.

Biden was to spend the
weekend at hishome inWilm-
ington, Delaware.

Psaki compared the work
to starting Social Security
and other major federal pro-
grams decades ago, then
building on them in follow-
ing years.

“Progress here is a his-
toric package that will putin
place systems and programs
that have never existed in
our society before,” she said,
noting the effort to expand
child care and provide free
prekindergarten forall young-
sters.

Negotiations are pro-
ceedingas Biden more force-
fully appeals to the American
public, includingin a televised
town hall, forwhat he says are
the middle-class values at
the heart of his proposal.

In a Senate that is evenly
divided between the Democ-
rats and firmly opposed
Republicans, Biden can't
afford tolose a single vote. He
is navigating his own party’s
factions ~progressives, who
want major investments in
social services, and centrists,
who prefer to see the overall
price tag go down.

“Whenyou're President of
the United States, you have 50
Democrats~ everyoneisapres-
ident. Every single one. So
you gottawork things out,” he
said during a CNN town hall
Thursday. Still, he expressed
optimism about the process.
“It’s all about compromise.
Compromise has become a
dirty word, but bipartisan-
ship and compromise still
has to be possible,” he said.
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