
THANE: A 25-year-old priest of a gurdwara in Thane
district of Maharashtra has been arrested for allegedly
killing his wife after an argument, police said on
Monday. The accused, Bhajan Singh Sardar Singh
Jadhav, allegedly attacked his wife Pooja (23) with a

fan stand at their house in Bhiwandi on Sunday
morning, after she refused to feed milk to their one-
year-old daughter, Narpoli police station inspector R A
Wani said, adding that neighbours alerted the police
about the incident. The victim died on the spot.
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Post rape at Covid centre, PMC 
forms panel to oversee affairs

AMIT SRIVASTAVA
Navi Mumbai

A week after a woman was
allegedly raped at the
COVID Care Centre in Pan-
vel, the Panvel Municipal
Corporation (PMC) has
formed a high-level com-
mittee, consisting of  six
women members to coordi-
nate with the PMC, police
and district administra-
tion. The committee will
also recommend measures
to beef  up the security at
the centre.

Calling the rape incident
unfortunate, PMC commis-
sioner Sudhakar Deshmukh
said, “The incident oc-
curred when all the rooms
of  the building are occupied
with patients,” said Desh-
mukh. He added that the
civic body will increase se-
curity at the COVID care

centre. “Now, men and
women will be accommodat-
ed separately and access in
the building where women
are accommodated will be
restricted,” said Deshmukh.

The commissioner said
that the civic staff  will have
to state entry and exit time

while accessing the
women’s wing. There are
four towers of  which two
are reserved for women pa-
tients only.

The civic chief said all
civic staff  are working un-
der tremendous pressure
and if  anyone had sought

help, they would have
helped as they were there.
“The police are investigat-
ing the case and we are help-
ing in every possible way,”
said Deshmukh.

According to the civic
body, there is a CCTV cam-
era outside the tower. How-
ever, there is no CCTV cam-
era inside the building. “We
are planning to install at
every floor of  the building
to keep a vigil on every
movement,” said a senior
civic official from PMC.

On Thursday evening, a 25-
year-old COVID patient had
allegedly sexually abused a
woman, who was suspected
to be down with coron-
avirus. While the accused
was accommodated on the
second floor, the victim was
on the fifth floor. According
to police, the accused was
unemployed for almost a

year and his brother was
also quarantined in the
same building. The victim is
a homemaker and wife of  an
auto-rickshaw driver.

While the victim woman
was tested negative, the ac-
cused was found positive of
coronavirus. “We have shift-
ed the man in a different
room and he is under secu-
rity,” said an official from
Panvel Taluka police sta-
tion.

Meanwhile, the Navi
Mumbai Municipal Corpo-
ration (NMMC) has extend-
ed lockdown in 42 hotspot
zones till July 31. The one-
week extended lockdown
ended on July 19. However,
in the rest of  the city, the
shops will open from 9 am to
5 pm on an odd and even ba-
sis. Malls, markets, and
shopping complexes are not
allowed.

SURESH GOLANI / Bhayandar

Amid their busy schedule
due to the rampant spread of
the coronavirus pandemic,
officials attached to the Pub-
lic Work’s Department (PWD)
of  the Mira Bhayandar Mu-
nicipal Corporation (MBMC)
have tagged 13 buildings in
the twin-cities as dangerous
and unfit for human habita-
tion. Last year the figure had
stood as 18. This following an
elaborate structural audit ex-
ercise launched by the civic
administration.   

In accordance with the rele-
vant sections of  the Bombay
Provincial Municipal Corpo-
rations Act-1949, the PWD of-
ficials had made it obligatory
for owners and residents of
buildings in existence for
more than 30 years to get
their buildings inspected by
qualified structural engi-
neers listed on the civic pan-
el. Subsequently, notices were
issued to 1,846 structures af-
ter an extensive survey. 

Occupants or owners of
1043 structures responded

positively and submitted the
certificates after conducting
recommended corrective re-
pairs needed for structural
stability. As per information
sourced out from the PWD,
196 rickety structures have
been demolished so far, even
as 13 structures have found
their place in the list of  dan-
gerous buildings this year.
While four out of  the 13 rick-
ety structures have been
evacuated for being demol-
ished, owners of  three have
moved the judiciary, thus cre-
ating legal obstacles in tak-

ing any type of  coercive
steps, informed executive en-
gineer-Deepak Khambit. 

Several buildings have car-
ried out or are in the process
of  getting their structures re-
paired as per the audit re-
ports.

It should be noted that most
of  the old and dilapidated
structures were on small
plots which have already con-
sumed an FSI of  more than
four, thus making redevelop-
ment options difficult and
non-viable under the existing
permission norms. 

DHAVAL KULKARNI / Mumbai

Pointing to a problem of  plen-
ty in one of  Maharashtra’s
most tiger dense landscapes,
the state forest department
has captured a male tiger
blamed for three human
deaths in the span of  just one
month in Chandrapur district.

The three-year old tiger, NT-
1, frequented agricultural
fields in the Nagbhid and
Talodhi areas in the Bramha-
puri territorial forest division.
Officials said the feline had at-
tacked people and caused hu-
man deaths on June 18, July 4
and July 18.

This led the principal chief
conservator of  forests
(wildlife) to issue orders for
capturing the tiger consider-
ing that it was posing a risk to

humans. The animal was tran-
quilised and captured at
Govindpur on Sunday and
sent to the Gorewada animal
rescue centre at Nagpur.

The official said that
Bramhapuri had seen four hu-
man deaths due to man-ani-
mal conflict since January
this year, while the number of
such deaths since 2017 was 39.
“Brahmapuri has around44 to
45 tigers, in addition to about
20 to 25 cubs and sub-adults,

which will soon begin to dis-
perse and mark their territory,
leading to a further rise in con-
flict,” he explained.

Chandrapur district, which
consists of  the Tadoba And-
hari Tiger Reserve and the
Bramhapuri forest division,
accounts for a bulk of  the tiger
population in Maharashtra.
The 2018 tiger census had esti-
mated Maharashtra’s tiger
numbers at 312 out of  India’s
2,967. Of  this, Chandrapur’s

count was around 160, includ-
ing 40 in Bramhapuri, which
is not a protected area. A rise
in tiger numbers has meant
an increase in man-animal
conflict.

Covering a fragmented land-
scape, Brahmapuri has 610 vil-
lages, of  which half  are locat-
ed in proximity to the jungles,
exacerbating conflict between
humans and animals.

This has led to the forest de-
partment proposing the
translocation of  some tigers
from Chandrapur to protected
areas in Maharashtra, which
do not have adequate tiger
numbers, like the Navegaon
Nagzira tiger reserve and the
Pranhita wildlife sanctuary in
Gadchiroli. An alarming solu-
tion like sterlisation of  20 male
tigers has also been suggested.

Only 13 rickety buildings
in MBMC hit list this year

TIGER TRAP: Feline attacked people and caused human deaths in Chandrapur 

Forest dept quells big troublemaker cat 
DHAVAL KULKARNI / Mumbai

Maharashtra lost yet another
tiger with a sub-adult tigress
being killed in a territorial
fight with another feline in
Melghat on Saturday. This has
increased the number of  tiger
mortalities in Maharashtra
since January to 11.

On Saturday, a hind paw of  a
young tiger was found by for-
est staff  on patrol duty in com-
partment no 579 in Sipna
wildlife division of  the Mel-
ghat tiger project. The carcass
of  a large wild boar, which
seemed to have been killed by
a tiger, was also found nearby.
The forest department de-
ployed its sniffer dogs, who
combed the area, and found
the carcass of  a sub-adult fe-
male tiger around 100 meters
away.

The rear end of  the body of
this tigress was partly eaten
and its neck had teeth marks.
The pugmarks of a large ti-

gress were also found nearby.
The three paws of  the dead
sub-adult, and its nails and
teeth are intact. The veteri-
nary doctors have opined that
the dead animal was a one-
year old, who may have been
killed around three to four
days ago.

Piyusha Jagtap, deputy con-
servator of  forests (DCF), con-
firmed that the sub-adult ti-
gress may have been killed in
a territorial fight.

The 2018 Tiger Census had
estimated Maharashtra’s
tiger numbers at 312 out of  In-
dia’s 2,967. Most of  these
tigers are concentrated in Vi-
darbha, especially the State's
tiger capital of  Chandrapur,
which covers the Tadoba And-
hari Tiger Reserve (TATR)
and the Bramhapuri territori-
al division. 

Tigress killed in territorial catfight

High-level women's committee to supervise security at COVID care unit in Panvel
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FELINE FOCUS  

� As per the 2018 Tiger
Census, there are approximately
312 tigers in Maharashtra, out
of India’s 2,967
� Most of these tigers are in
Vidarbha, especially the state's
tiger capital of Chandrapur,
which covers the Tadoba
Andhari Tiger Reserve and the
Bramhapuri territorial division

THANE: In a major crackdown in
Naupada, Thane, on Monday,
the Thane Municipal
Corporation took strict action
against 250 handcart operators
and illegal hawkers in the areas
of Jambhali Naka, Bhajipala
Market, Kalwa Naka, Hajuri and
Jawaharbaug, for violating
social distancing norms.
This action was directed by TMC
chief Dr Vipin Sharma and led
by Deputy Municipal
Commissioner Sandeep Malvi,
Assistant Municipal
Commissioner Pranali Ghonge
and other civic staff along with
police. Those found to be
violating social distancing norms
would face civic action, warned
Sharma. 
Currently, there is a strict
lockdown in containment zones
and hotspots until July 31.

–Narendra Gupta

TMC crackdown on
250 illegal hawkers


