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NCP PRESIDENT Sharad Pawar
wasworkingonadefinitepoliti-
cal agenda to implicate
“Hindutvawadis” (supporters of
Hindutva)intheBhimaKoregaon
case, former chief minister and
Opposition leader Devendra
FadnavissaidonSunday.

SpeakingonPawar’sstiffop-
position to transfer the Elgaar
Parishad case to the National
Investigation Agency (NIA) and
seeking a Special Investigation
Team (SIT) probe instead,
Fadnavissaid,“Duringmytenure
as chiefminister (hewasalso in
charge of Home), there was a
thoroughprobe.”

While ruling out any cover-
up in the investigation by his
government, Fadnavis said,
“NeithertheBombayHighCourt
nor the SupremeCourt had any
objectiontotheinvestigationby
thethenstatepolice.However, it
isevidentthattheNCPpresident
is keen on revoking thematter
withadefiniteagenda.”

Shortly after the Bhima

Koregaonviolence, Fadnavis re-
called how the NCP president
hadconvenedapressconference
and alleged the role of right-
wing leadersMilindEkboteand
SambhajiBhide.

Accordingly, the then BJP-
Sena government initiated a
probe. Bhidewas given a clean
chitbutactionwastakenagainst
Ekbote. “By setting up an SIT to
re-lookintotheBhimaKoregaon
case, Pawar wants to hold
Hindutvawadis responsible for
theviolence,” Fadnavis said.

“Why is Pawar so keen on a
stateprobeintoElgaarParishad?
TheMaoist linkwasnot limited
to Maharashtra. It was inter-
linked to various states which
hastobeprobedbycentralagen-
cies like theNIA. There are ade-
quate documents to establish
the roleofMaoists,”hesaid.

Elgaar Parishad was an
evening event organised at
Pune’s Shaniwar Wada on
December31,2017,adaybefore
the 200th anniversary of the
BattleofBhimaKoregaon,which
every year attracts lakhs of pil-
grims to awarmemorial in the
village of Koregaon Bhima, 25
kmnorthwest of Pune. On this
occasion, violence broke out in
areas around Pune, resulting in
the death of one person and in-
juries to severalothers.

Maharashtra Maritime Board
(MMB)CEONRamaswamitalks
about the future of water trans-
portnetworks inMaharashtra, in
aninterviewwithNeerajTiwari.

Haveyoudecidedthedateby
whentheRollOn-RollOff
(Ro-Ro)servicesbetween
MumbaiandAlibaugwill
start?

TheRo-Ro services between
Mumbai and Alibaugwill start
fromthesecondweekofMarch.
Wearewaitingfortimefromthe
chiefminister to inaugurate the
project. The trial runs for the
service will be completed be-
tweenFebruary27andMarch4.
Hopefully, inthesecondweekof
March,commuterscanavailthe
services. It will not only save
time for commuters heading to
GoaandKonkanbutwillalsode-
congest road traffic. We are
hopefulthatnearly12lakhcom-
muterswill use theRo-Ro serv-
icesannually.

TherewereeightRo-Ro
servicesplannedin(Mumbai
MetropolitanRegion)MMR
andMumbai.What is the
currentstatusof these
projects?

Workonconstructingjetties
for the Ro-Ro services are going
on. By June, we will be able to
complete theNerul jetty,which
will play an important role in
providingwater transport con-
nectivitybetweenNaviMumbai
and other regions, including
Kalyan, Thane and Mumbai.
Apart from this, construction of
ajettyinGoraiisalsogoingonat
agoodpaceandwillbereadyby
Septemberthisyear.Workonsix
other jetties—Manori,Narangi,
Bhayander,Borivali,Belapurand

Veldur —will be completed by
March2021.

Therewasaplantoconnect
Mumbaiandothermunicipal
corporations inMMR
throughwatertransport.

The plan to create water
transport networks between
MMRandMumbaihasbeende-
layed by lack of funds. No one
wantstoinvest ininfrastructure
requiredforwatertransport.The
ThaneMunicipal Corporation
(TMC)wassupposedtoprepare
amasterplanwith33routesbut,
asofnow,thereisonlyoneroute
in that circuit, whichwill start
from September this year. This
route will connect Navi
Mumbai-Kalyan-MiraRoad.

Is fundingthemainproblem
whytheseprojectsarenot
takingoff?

Yes, funds are the biggest is-
sue.Thatisthemainreasonwhy
planstodevelopwatertransport
has failedsince1978.ThePublic
PrivatePartnership(PPP)model
will notwork in terms of creat-
ing infrastructure for water
transport. Private players will
come,operatetheferriesbutwill
not invest increating jetties. For
anypublictransport, infrastruc-
ture is the responsibility of the
government. No private player
will invest Rs 600-800 crore. As
per our new plan, wewill pro-

videjettiesandbasic infrastruc-
tureforwatertransportandpri-
vate players will operate the
services. Hopefully, thiswill at-
tractoperators.

CanMaharashtragenerate
theridershiptoattract
privateoperators?

Yes, there is a sizeable de-
mand.InMaharashtra,thereare
nearly 53water routes, includ-
ing international, national and
internal routes,which are func-
tional. Every year, nearly two
crorecommuterstravelonthese
routes. The Mumbai-Alibaug
route has a ridership of 12 lakh
commuters per annum. Once
Ro-Ro services start, the num-
berswill goup.

MMBalsohadaplanfor
watersports inthecityand
otherplaces.

At Juhu beach, we havewa-
tersports.ApartfromJuhu,there
are 290 places inMaharashtra
where water sports are doing
well. Sindhudurg, Ratnagiri,
Alibaug andRaigarh are among
thetopareaswherewatersports
are doing a fantastic job. There
arenearly5,000peoplewhoare
engaged in water sports. In
Mumbai,oncetheMumbaiPort
Trust completes the cruise ter-
minal, the potential for water
sportswill further increase.

Anyplantodecongest the
trafficofGatewayof India?

To decongest Gateway of
India, we are working on two
newjetties.OneatNCPAandone
near the radio club. The jetty
near NCPAwill accommodate
most of the traffic for the pro-
posed Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj statue in sea.However,
the jetty which will come up
neartheradioclubwilleaseferry
traffic of Gateway of India by
nearly 50 per cent. We have
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding with the
Mumbai Port Trust for a jetty as
well. The new jetty will cost
nearlyRs100croreandwillhave
the facility of a small cruise ter-
minal.

Whatarethenewplansof
MMBtoenhancewater
transport?

There are a few projects go-
ing on under the Sagar Mala
project. Apart from that,we are
talkingtoaRussiancompanyfor
hovercraft,whichcanplyinshal-
lowwaters aswell.Onceweget
these boats, we can start water
transport even in places like
Thane Creek and Vasai Creek.
Theplanisatavery initial stage,
that’s why I can’t comment on
the number of boats and funds
butwithintwoorthreemonths,
willbeable to finaliseadraft for
thesame.Apartfromhovercraft,
onecruiseterminal isalsointhe
pipelineatBhagawatiport.
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Homi Bhabha National lnstitute
2nd Floor, Training School Complex,
Anushaktinagar, Mumbai - 400094.

Tel. No.: 022-25597611 Fax : 022-25503384
Email : apohbni@hbni.ac.in

“Support Services for academic management, data analytics and
works in administration and management at HBNI Central Office”
which shall include services not limited to data entry services, student
support services, s/w maintenance and operations and compilation,
collation of student results, printing, filing, recording & maintenance
of students’ e-records/ e-register & related activities; assistance in the
office works, management of files per procedures in the prescribed
formats.

The Tender document shall be downloaded from the HBNI website
www.hbni.ac.in. There shall be no enquiries regarding Tender
document directly/or in person.

[RegistRaR]

NOTICE INVITING TENDER NO: HBNI/DEJ/2020/01

(1) Canvassing in any form shall lead to disqualification from the
process for participating in the Tender.

(2) The respondents are requested to visit www.hbni.ac.in for
frequent updates about the pre-bid meeting and tender updates.
*Subject to conditions laid therein.

NOte:

estimated Cost : Rs. 60.00 Lakhs
Period & duration of the Contract : 12 months & extendable for another

12 months*
earnest Money Deposit : Rs. 1,02,000/-
(a) Date of Issue of Tender : 24 February 2020 (from 12.30 hrs)
(b) Due date for submission of Tender : 13 March 2020 up to 15:00 hrs
(c) Opening of Technical Bid : 13 March 2020 at 15:30 hrs

On line two part item rate e-tender are hereby invited through
e-tendering mode by Chief Engineer, Nuclear Recycle Group, Bhabha
Atomic Research Centre, Trombay, Mumbai-400085, on behalf of President
of India, from eligible contractors for the following work:
teNDeR NOtiCe NO: BaRC/NRg/RsMs/ Mobile Canopy/2020/01 Dtd: 17/02/2020
Name of Work: “Fabrication, Supply, erection and commissioning of
motorized Rain Protection Mobile Canopy unit and gantry girder with rail
for 10/1 Ton crane as per drawings and specification BARC, Trombay.”
estimated cost: – Rs 75,60,000/-, e.M.D. – Rs 1,51,200 /-, Completion
Period: 12 (twelve) months. tender Processing Fee: Rs 4,460/- by
e-payment through electronic mode (Non-returnable) in favour of M/s ITI
Limited, New Delhi. Dates for Request for purchase
/ Download of tender: From 24.02.2020 (11:00 Hrs.) to 09.03.2020
(15:00 Hrs.) on website www.tenderwizard.com/Dae. Last date
and time of closing of online submission of e-tender: 26.03.2020
(14:00 Hrs.). Detailed NITs for above tender is available on website
www.tenderwizard.com/Dae for free view / download and detailed NIT
on website www.barc.gov.in for free view only. Registered contractors
only can download & upload tenders.
Contact for assistance for registration and participation in e-Tendering:
tenderwizard.com/Dae under contact buttons.

Bhabha Atomic Research Centre
W.M.D., N.R.G., Trombay, Mumbai 400 085

sd/-
Chief engineer, Nuclear Recycle group

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDERS

MARTYRS OF 205 COBRA

Martyrs of 205 CoBRA, CRPF made the supreme sacrifice

during a counter-Maoist operation in the area of Vill- Bhagpur,

U/Ps- Dumaria, Distt- Gaya (Bihar) on 24th February, 2015

in a true act of valour. The brave soldiers will always be

remembered for their patriotism and courage. To these brave

martyrs we pledge that we shall always be guided by their

immortal spirit and do their names proud.

IG & All Ranks of CoBRA

HC/DVR

NAROTTAM DAS

HC/GD

GULAB YADAV

UNITED FRONT
AFTER UPSETTING the BJP in Maharashtra, the
MahagathbandhanofShivSena,NCPandCongressisnoweying
asimilar result in theupcomingRajyaSabhapolls. SevenRajya
Sabhaseats fromMaharashtra, includingthatofNCPpresident
SharadPawarandUnionministerRamdasAthawale,willbeva-
cated in April this year. Assured of winning four of the seven
seats, theMahagathbandhan has decided to put up a united
front, sources said. In that scenario, the BJPwill be assured of
winningjusttwoseats,whiletheseventhseatcouldturnoutto
beaclosecontestbetweenthetwosides.SourcesalsosaidPawar
willberenominatedasthetheMahagathbandhan’sconsensus
candidate.

ON WAITING
CHIEFMINISTERUddhav Thackeray is keen to avoid any con-
troversy over the appointment of Shiv SenaMLA Ravindra
Waikar and SenaMP Arvind Sawant to key positions in the
Cabinet.Wehaveheard that both the leadershavebeenasked
nottoformallyaccepttheirappointmentletterstill thegovern-
mentconsultslegalexpertsonwhethertheirappointmentwill
constituteOfficeof Profit. TheThackeraygovernmenthadear-
lier issuedappointmentordersofWaikaraschief coordinating
officer in theChiefMinister’sOfficerandof Sawantas thehead
of thestateparliamentarycoordinationcommittee.

IN A SPOT OF BOTHER
HIGH-PROFILE BUREAUCRAT and Thane civic commissioner
Sanjeev Jaiswal landed in a controversy this past week for al-
legedlymaking derogatory remarks against civic officials on a
WhatsApp group.While the episode led to an uproar in the
Thanemunicipality’sgeneralbodymeeting, it couldalsocasta
shadow on Jaiswal’s next assignment. Having completed five
years in theThane civic body, the1996-batch IASofficer is due
foratransfer.ChiefMinisterUddhavThackerayhasbeenbriefed
about thecontroversy, sources said.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF
WHENUDDHAVThackeray flew toDelhi onhis first visit after
takingchargeas thechiefminister,Chief SecretaryAjoyMehta
accompanied him. Sources also saidMehta had played a key
role in drafting the state’swish list,whichwas handed over to
the Centre. Thackeray’s recent bureaucratic transfer exercise
also hadMehta’s imprint on it. Just asMehta’s extended term
endsinMarch,sourcessaidhehascontinuedtobeThackeray’s
commander-in-chief as far as state administrative affairs are
concerned.

STEPPING IN
STEPPING IN to curb arbitrary recruitment to plum postings
withMaharashtra Housing and Area Development Authority
(MHADA), the state administration has barred the authority
fromrecruitingofficialsondeputationwithoutitsconcurrence.
Ordersissuedbythestate’shousingdepartmentlastweekmake
itclear thatall suchrecruitmentwillnowhavetobeclearedby
high-level committees appointed by the government. Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray’s officewill sanction all appoint-
ments on deputation for Class I posts and HousingMinister
Jitendra Awhadwill approve Class II postings. Deputations to
lucrativeposts intheMHADAaremuchsoughtafter,especially
byofficials fromtheall-powerful revenuedepartment.

PRESSURE TACTIC
THEBIGdaddiesareat itagain.Sourcessaidthebuilders’ lobby
hasstartedpushingthedemandforafurtherdropinpremiums
on additional floor space index.While Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackerayhasnotyetgivenintothepressure,wehavebeentold
that theCMOhas askedauthorities in theurbandevelopment
departmenttoconsiderthedemand.Atop-notchbuilder,with
pastcontroversiestohisname,hasbeenfrequentingMantralaya
a lot thesedays andhasbecomea subject of debate in the cor-
ridorsof power.

COMPILEDBYSANDEEPASHAR

MUMBAICONFIDENTIAL

Haveacommentor suggestion forMumbaiConfidential?Write to
mumbai.newsline@expressindia.com
withsubject line:MumbaiConfidential

BUDGETSESSIONBEGINSTODAY

QANDA
MONDAY

‘Hopeful, 12 lakh people
will use Mumbai-Alibaug
Ro-Ro service annually’

NRamaswami
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CHIEF MINISTER Uddhav
Thackeray on Sunday said that
the first list of the farm loan
waiver schemewill be released
on Monday and the loans of
20,000 farmers will be waived
off. Thackeray further said that
the lists will be released in
phases and the exercise would
becompletedbyMay.

“The first list of farm loan
waiverwill be released tomor-
row (Monday). The list will in-
clude farmers from twovillages
each in every district. It is to see
whetherthesystemthatisbeing
usedforfarmloanwaiverisfunc-
tioningproperly.Thenextlistwill
be released on February 28.We
plan to complete the farm loan
waiver scheme by May,” said
Thackeraywhile addressing the
media at Sahyadri Guest House
ontheeveoftheBudgetSession.

Apart from Thackeray,
DeputyChiefMinisterAjitPawar,
HomeMinister Anil Deshmukh
and Parliamentary Affair
MinisterAnilParabwithtwojun-
ior ministers were present.
Interestingly, senior Congress
ministerswerenotpresent.

While the government has
planned to bring 13 Bills in the
Assembly session, it however
does notmention about bring-
ing a Bill tomakeMarathi lan-
guage compulsory in schools of
all boards in thestate.

Ajit Pawar said around 35
lakh farmers have claimed they
are eligible for the farm loan
waiver up toRs2 lakh. “But, the
exact number of beneficiaries
will be known after verifying
their claims,”headded.

Thackeray also said that the
governmentwill fight the cases
against Maratha reservation
withfullmightinthecourt.“Iam
sure the government will win
thebattle,”headded.

Takingpotshotsatopposition
BJP,Thackeraysaidthatitshould
work as strong opposition and
shouldmakesuggestionsandis-
suesofpeople.“Thegovernment

isstableandstartedfunctioning
well but the opposition is not
able to digest the fact. That is
why they are leveling baseless
allegations,”headded.

Deshmukh said he along
with the five senior Home
Departmentofficialshadgoneto
Andhra Pradesh to get informa-
tion on the DISHAAct. “We are
planningtobringasimilarlawin
thestatewithsomechangesinit.
We have set up a committee of
five seniorofficials thatwill give
the report byMarch 30. Then, it
willbeputbeforethecabinetand
then will bring it in the next
Assemblysession,”hesaid.

First list of farm loan
waiver today, 20,000
farmers to benefit: CM

UddhavThackeray,AjitPawarandBalasahebThoratata tea
partyonSundayaheadof theBudgetSession.GaneshShirsekar

DIDN’T HAND
OVER ELGAAR
PARISHADTONIA,
SAYSUDDHAV

ChiefMinisterUddhav
Thackerayclarified in
Mumbaiontheeveof
theBudgetSessionthat
hedidn’thandover the
ElgaarParishadprobe
totheNIA. “Ididn’t
handover thecaseto
theNIAbuttheCentre
tookit in its right.We
haveexpressedour
displeasureonitas they
haveshownmistrust
onthestate’s
investigativeagency,”
headded.

Pawar working on agenda to
implicate ‘Hindutvawadis’ in
Bhima Koregaon: Fadnavis

BJP draws up strategy to
corner ruling coalition
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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THEBudgetSession, commenc-
ing fromMonday, will test the
unity of the Congress, NCP and
Shiv Sena, as theBJPdrawsupa
strategy to corner the coalition
partners in the Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) government on
their ideologicaldifferences.

WhilepraisingChiefMinister
Uddhav Thackeray for support-
ing the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act (CAA) and
National Population Register
(NPR) and agreeing to the
National Investigation Agency
(NIA) taking over the probe in
the Elgaar Parishad case,
Opposition leader Devendra
Fadnavis said, “The BJP has de-
cided to boycott the customary
tea party of the Maha Vikas
Aghadi government on the eve
of theBudgetSession.”

“Thepurposeof theteaparty
is to ensure better coordination
between the rulingandopposi-
tionpartieson important issues

duringthesession.Butunfortu-
nately,todayweseesharpdiffer-
ences between the Congress,
NCPandShivSena,”hesaid.

Fadnavis urged Uddhav to
bring a resolution in the state
Assembly and Council to com-
memorate the death anniver-
sary of Veer Savarkar on
February 26. Another demand
by theOpposition is banning of
Congress in-house magazine
Shidori for publishing a contro-
versial articleonSavarkar.

Describing the three-party
governmentas“sthagitisarkar”,
Fadnavisexpressedseriouscon-
cernsovertheseriesofdecisions
taken by the Uddhav govern-
ment tostopprojects.

Fadnavismeets
protesters

Fadnavis on Sunday met
members of Sakal Maratha
Morcha, who are protesting for
thelast27daysdemandinggov-
ernment jobs, and assured that
hewould raise their issue in the
AssemblyintheBudgetSession.

Police unearth human
trafficking racket while
probing ‘terror’ tip-off
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THE CRIME Branch of Mumbai
PoliceonSundayclaimedtohave
detected a human trafficking
racketwhile investigating a po-
tential terror threat. Police re-
ceivedatip-offthatsevenpersons
were being sent to Pakistan via
Dubai toundergotrainingat ter-
ror camps, butwhen theywere
detained itwas revealed during
the interrogation that theywere
beingsmuggledintotheUSA,po-
lice said. They added that so far,
noterror linkshaveemerged.

“Policereceivedinformation
through mail on February 20
that seven persons, including a
Pakistan-based woman, were
likelytogotoPakistanviaDubai
from Mumbai,” said Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Preventive)DattaNalawade.

Nalawade added that the
senderof themail,whoclaimed

to be RameeshMakhan, stated
that this group will arrive in
Pakistan to undergo training at
terror campsand thenreturn to
India. “However, the interroga-
tionrevealedthatthegroupwas
not going to Pakistan but to the
USviaCanada,”Nalawadesaid.

He said, “Wealso found that
the person who tipped us off
was not named Rameesh
Makhan,butRizwanSayyed.He
isaPakistan-originmanlivingin
the US.We learnt that the fam-
ilymembersofthesesevenwere
in theUSandhadpaidbetween
$25,000 and $30,000 to Sayyed
for the traffickingoperation.”

Sources said while, so far,
there was no clarity on why
Sayyedtippedoffthepolice,they
suspect itwastoensurethatthe
seven persons were detained
here so that he could escape
with therelatives’money.

According to police, the
seven are aged between28 and
35.Policehavemadenoarrests.
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