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THE GUJARAT High Court on
TuesdaydismissedaPILseeking
scrapping of a ropeway project
atop the Mount Girnar on the
ground it endangers the exis-
tence of long-billed vultures
found in theregion.

A division bench of Chief
JusticeVikarmNathaandJustice
AJShastridismissedthePILfiled
by a local farmer, Kanjibhai
Bhetariya, a fewmonths after
the work on the project in
Junagadhdistrict started.

The petitioner, through his
lawyerNandishThackar,saidthe
projectnowheresatisfies the re-
quirement under section 29 of
theWildlifeProtectionActthatit
is being undertaken for the bet-
termentofwildlifeof theregion.

Thepermissiongrantedbythe
NationalBoardforWildlife(NBW)

fortheprojectwasbasedon“un-
justifiable” reasons,hesaid.Also,
the NBW’s technical panel has
saidtheropewaycouldleadtothe
local extinction of the “Girnari
Giddh”(long-billedvultures)and
suggestedthegovernmenttocon-
sideranalternativealignmentfor
theproject,thePILsaid.

HC junks plea seeking
scrapping of ropeway EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE

SURAT,FEBRUARY18

THE SOUTHERN Gujarat
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (SGCCI) on Tuesday
held a meeting with different
stakeholdersof textile industry
to discuss their issues and sug-
gestionsaheadof theframingof
anational textile policy.

Industry stakeholders in

Surat from sectors, including
spinning, weaving, dyeing,
printing and textile trading, as
well as members of yarn asso-
ciationandembroideryassoci-
ationwerepresent inthemeet-
ing chaired by Ketan Desai,
president of SGCCI.

"Themeetingwascarriedout
as a homework for the upcom-
ing textile policy. Wewill pre-
pare report on the meeting

and submit it to the Union tex-
tile ministry to get them in-
cludedinthenewtextilepolicy,"
saidDesai.

Themeetingdiscussedissues
such as timely loans, anti-
dumping duty on nylon yarn,
increasing business by doing
free trade agreement with
EuropeanUnionsandnon-tariff
barrier on imported yarn.

Member of Federation of

Gujarat Weaver Association,
Mayur Golwala, said, “The
textile industry is well
established in Surat and it
gives direct and indirect em-
ployment to more than 12
lakh people. From weaving
side,wehavepresented our is-
sues in the meeting and are
hopeful that it would be in-
cluded in thenewnational tex-
tile policy.”
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THE GUJARAT High Court (HC)
onMonday, while confirming
the trial court conviction and
sentenceof2013BMWhit-and-
run accused Vismay Shah, ob-
served that “the state of Indian
roads”cannotbe ignoredbythe
court,whereheavyfour-wheel-
ers suchas trucksandbusesply
on the same road as cars, and
motorcyclists, cyclists, and
pedestrianshavenooption“but
tocommuteonthesameroad”.

Listing out several of the
amendments made in 2019 in
the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988,
the order pronounced by the
court of Justice Sonia Gokani
observed, “We, as citizens, un-
fortunately,haveveryscant re-
spect or regard for human life,
which is, since, found in abun-
dance in this country, andhave
least respect for smaller vehi-
cles or persons going on bicy-
cles or for pedestrianswalking
ontheroad.The traffic rulesby
and large to an average citizen
on the T-Junctions, crossroads
andotherwise are alien and its
observance and implementa-
tion ismore often in breach.”

Inabid toreformconvictsof
road rage accidents, Justice
Gokani recommended that the
DepartmentofSocialJusticeand
Empowermentcanworkintan-
demwith the jail authority, and
thoseconvicts“shallneedtoun-
dergotheservicetothecommu-
nity... unfortunately because of
theconductof theconvict,there
hasbeena lossof human life”.

Intheorder,whichwasmade
public on Tuesday, while the
court did not increase the sen-
tence as sought by the Gujarat
government, it directedShah to
pay Rs 2 lakh to the state. This,
Justice Gokani directed, will be
utilised to provide compensa-
tiontovictimsofhit-and-runac-
cidents incaseswherethevehi-
cle owners or drivers could not
be traced.

The order also refers to the
World Health Organisation
(WHO) report in the ‘Global
StatusReportonRoadSafety’, to
reiterate that speeding and

drunken driving are themajor
contributing factors in road ac-
cidentsandthatasper the2018
report, India accounted for al-
most11percentof accident-re-
lateddeaths in theworld.

Justice Gokani further ob-
servedthat“approximatelyhalf
of all deaths on the country’s
roads are of motorcyclists,
pedestrians and cyclists”,while
reiterating that the apex court
had recommended to the law-
makers to “revisit section 304A
of the Indian Penal Code, when
the Indian road conditions,... is
extremelyworrisome”.

Intheaccidentthatoccurred
on February 24, 2013, near Lad
Society, Judges Bungalow, at
Vastrapur in Ahmedabad, two
youths—ShivamDave(25)and
Rahul Patel (21) —were killed.
Thefamiliesof thevictimswere
compensatedwith Rs 1.5 crore
in immovable property and
cash combined.

TheHCalsorecordedthatthe
families of the victims “haveno
grievance against the appellant
(Shah),andhasinfactprayedfor
the court to take a lenient view
andalsohas urged for sentence
of imprisonment to be reduced
with sufficient amount of com-
pensationhavingbeenpaid...”

The court noted, “Having
lost the only sonwhowere on
the verge of initiating their
career, their (the families)hav-
ing agreed to monetary and
other benefits by way of com-
pensation cannot be surely
frownedupon.”

Shah had sought that his
sentenceof fiveyears’ rigorous
imprisonment be reduced and
hadsubmitted that the timehe
hadspent in judicial custodyof
one-and-half years,bedeemed
sufficient. The court, however,
rejected the plea.

Vismay, a businessman and
son of a city-based doctor, was
foundguilty of rashdriving and
negligencecausingfatalaccident
under Section 304, part-II (cul-
pable homicide not amounting
tomurder) of the IPC. The trial
courtinits2015verdict,hadalso
orderedVismaytopayRs5lakh
as compensation to each of the
twofamiliesof thevictims.Shah
wasalso finedRs25,000.
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