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UNION HOME Minister Amit
Shah on Thursday said the
NarendraModi-ledcentralgov-
ernment has achieved disaster
management preparedness of
international standards within
five years, which wasn’t
achieved in thepast70years.
Shahwasspeakingatafunc-

tion to honour firemen from
acrossthecountryforexemplary
work in 2017 and 18, at the
National Fire Service College
(NFSC)here.
“Indiawasa$2trillionecon-

omy when the Modi govern-
ment took over. Within five
years, the country became $3
trillion economy. Our effort

would be tomake it $5 trillion
economyby2024or, if possible,
by the time of 75 years of
Independence. Butwith devel-
opment,disasterrisksalsogrow.
So, we have to be prepared to
safeguardour installations. Iam
surewewill achieve that capa-
bility,” Shahsaid.
Earlier,Shahdedicatedtothe

nationthenewcampusofNFSC
spread over 42 acres. The cam-
pus,builtatacostofoverRs200
crore,hadbeenoperationalsince
thepasttwoyears.Shahalsolaid
the foundation for the National
DisasterResponseForce(NDRF)
academy.
“Disastermanagement and

fire-fighting had remained a
neglected field after
Independence. The Narendra
Modi governmentmade efforts

to bring India at par with the
world’sbeststandardsinthetwo
fields in five years... Today, the
country has achieved leading
position in disaster manage-
ment,” Shahsaid.
TheBJPchiefcitedtheexam-

plesofthreecyclonesthathitthe
country in 2019, killing 64 peo-
pleasagainsttheOdishacyclone
in1999thatclaimed10,000lives.
He said, “Fire-fighting is a state
subject.Thestatehasfurtherdel-
egatedittomunicipalbodiesand
zillaparishads.So,thisparticular
service is feeling neglected. But
NFSC at Nagpur has made us
proud by becoming a centre for
excellence in training firemen
fromacrossthecountryandeven
outside.”
Shah added, “The NDRF

Academy,beingsetuphere,will

have a facility to create sea-like
wavesand80metredeepdiving
facility. Ihope itcouldbecomea
training centre for all SAARC
countries too.”
“TheAcademywill comeup

soon andwewill inaugurate it
before next election, unlike
Congress, which would have
fourdifferentgovernmentstolay
foundation, release funds, build
and then inaugurate anything
theyplanned,”Shahsaid,taking
adigat theCongress.
Union Surface Transport

Minister Nitin Gadkari, Union
Minister of State for Home
Nityanand Rai, former Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis,
DirectorGeneralofFireSafetyM
Nageshwar Rao and NFSC
Director G S Saini also spoke on
theoccasion.

LAYSFOUNDATIONFORNDRFACADEMY

Modi govt achieved international-standard
disaster management within 5 years: Shah
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RECALLING THE role of India’s
first PrimeMinister Jawaharlal
Nehru in the Raising Day cere-
monyoftheMaharashtraPolice,
Chief Minister Uddhav
ThackerayonThursdayattended
afirst-of-its-kindparadetomark
theday.
“Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru

gave theMaharashtra Police its
flagandtodayit ismyhonourto
be seated as the guest, oversee-
ing the firstMaharashtra Police
Raising Day parade,” said
Thackeray,who,alongwithcab-
inetministerandsonAaditya,at-
tendedthe60thRaisingDaycer-

emonyatMarolonThursday.
While the Maharashtra

Police has celebrated the day in
the past as well, this is the first
time a parade was held on the
occasion. Thackeray also per-
formedthebhoomipujan for the
construction of more than 400
houses for police personnel at
MarolPoliceTrainingCentre.
The chief minister said he

was one year old when Nehru
gave theMaharashtraPolice its
flag in1961. “Whileoverseeing
the event, it was pointed out
that the Maharashtra Police’s
flag was designed by V N
Adarkar, a KalaNagar resident,
a locality where I stay to this
day. He was also the first dean
of J J School of Arts, where I

studied. Itmademerealisehow
old my connection with the
MaharashtraPolice is,”hesaid.
The chief minister also said

hehadwitnessedthecontribu-
tion made by the police over

theyears, andnowthathewas
in a “position of authority”, he
would do everything possible
for the force, from providing
good houses to modern
weapons. “Whileonduty, apo-
licemanforgetswhateverpres-
sure and work stress he
has,andheremainscommitted
towards maintaining law and
order and safety of all. Apart
from training, weapons and
various other facilities, the
most important thing required
by the police force is courage. I
can proudly say that
Maharashtra Police force has
it,” Thackeray said.
At the event, attended by

DGP Subodh Jaiswal and
Mumbai Police Commissioner

Sanjay Barve among senior
statepolice officers, Thackeray
said, “Theworld ismoving for-
ward... challenges before the
police force are big and the en-
emy,which is in frontof us,has
weaponand training. To tackle
such challenges, whatever is
best in the world will be pro-
vided to the Maharashtra
Police. Our police force should
be a step ahead of the enemy.”
While theparadewas ledby

MumbaiDCP(Zone7)Akhilesh
Kumar Singh, the police band
also performed on the occa-
sion, followedby a skit onhow
thepolicesecuritydetailworks
while defending high security
individuals. The skit drew the
maximumapplause.
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A POLICE-NAXAL encounter in
Gadchiroli that killed two per-
sons on November 29 last year
hasturnedintoawarofwitsbe-
tween 18 far-flung villages and
policeamonthaftertheincident.
While villagers have claimed
that the victimswere innocent
civilians,policemaintainedthat
there was evidence to prove
their “Naxal” identity.
While one of the deceased,

Raju Dassa Pusali, 40, was from
Modemetta, the other, Prakash
ChukkuMuhanda,23,was from
Nelgonda village, about 18 km
fromtehsilheadquarterBhamra-
gad. The villages are situated in
thedeepinteriorandremaincut
off duringtherainyseason.
The encounter took place in

Abujmad hills onMaharashtra-
Chhattisgarh border in
Bhamragadtehsilof thedistrict,
beyond the inaccessible
Modemetta village. Police
claimed to have busted a huge
Naxal camp on top of an 812-
metre-highhill and recovereda
lot of material, including guns,
IED blast material, three quin-
talsof riceandother foodmate-
rial, a lot of Naxal literature,
among others from the spot.
Police said it was a gathering of
around80-100Naxalsfromboth
sidesof theborder in thecamp.
Villagers, however, said

Prakash and Raju had no Naxal
connectionsandhadgonetothe
forest tocollectGurga,an intox-
icant popular among local
Madia-Gondtribals.
“PrakashandRajuhadgoneto

theforesttocollectGurgaaround
11amcarryingtheirtiffinssinceit
takesawholedaytocollectitand
return.Theyhadnoideatherewas
aNaxal campnearby. Themen
didn’t returnon thatdayand the
nextday,policebroughttheirbod-
iestoNelgonda.Theylatertookthe
bodiestoGadchirolibyahelicop-
ter. After postmortem, police
handedoverthebodiestousatthe
nearbyDhodraj police station,”
saidPanda,Prakash’selderbrother.
“Thepolicehadcaughtthemwhile
theywere returning andmerci-
lesslybeatthemupbeforeshoot-
ingthemdead,”heclaimed.
Prakashwas unmarried and

issurvivedbyPandaandanother
brother. Both originally belong
toChhattisgarh.
Askedwhy thepolicewould

kill thetwoif theyhadnotbeena
partoftheNaxalgathering,Panda
said,“Becausetheywerefrustrated
withthefactthattheycouldn’tfind
anyNaxalatthecamp.So,theyhad
toshowsomesuccess.”
At Modemetta, Raju’s wife

Rukminarratesasimilar storyas
theyoungestofherthreedaugh-
ters, Karishma, cuddles her and
elderPermilastandscloseby.After
Raju,shehastotillafive-acreland
theyhavetofeedherchildren.
Villagers said some eyewit-

nessesfromModemettaactually
saw the police dragging and
beating the two in the forest on
thedayof theencounter.
About a month later, on

December 24 evening, around
300 people from 18 villages in
the area gathered near Dhodraj

police station and held a sit-in
protest, demanding action
against the policemen who
killedRajuandPrakash.Theysat
there till the next day and later
called off the protest after
Additional Superintendent of
PoliceMohitGargmet them.
“We have recorded state-

ments of the relatives of the two
menaftertheencounterwhosaid
they(RajuandPrakash)werereg-
ularlymovingwiththeNaxalsand
they had seen this end coming
someday.Wehadintelligencein-
formation thatNaxals hadbeen
holdingmeetings in the villages
sincetheencounter.Curiously,the
protest happenedamonth later.
Wehavedefiniteinformationthat
seniorNaxal leader Tarakkawas
atNelgonda till 4 pmon theday
theysatonprotest.Shehadorgan-
isedthevillagersandhaddirected
them tohold the sit-in. Even on
December31,Bhamragaddalam
commander,Dinesh,wasatRaju’s
house atModemetta. These vil-
lagesareintheirareaofinfluence.
TheyhavetofollowNaxaldiktats,
whichwecanunderstand,” said
SPShaileshBalkawde.
Headdedwrittenmaterial,re-

covered from the camp, “lists
names of people present at the
camp,which is normal practice
with Naxals. It has Raju and
Prakash’s names too. Theywere
alsoonourrecordasNaxalsmili-
tiamen,who typicallymove for
three-fourmonthswithNaxals
andthenreturntothevillagetodo
agriculturalworkbefore joining
theNaxalsagain.Theyaretrained
infiringandalsosetupexplosives.”
Thepoliceofficialsaidevenaf-

terthe2018Kasnasurencounter,
inwhich 40Naxalswere killed,
“the Naxals spread several ca-
nardsaboutpolicesayingwehad
first poisoned the Naxals gath-
ered at the camp through food
and had then shot them in cold
blood.Theyhadalsoclaimedthat
policehadkilledsevenciviliansin
the encounter. Later, they had
themselvesreleasednamesofall

the cadres killed and admitted
that itwas their operational fail-
ure. So, for Naxals, it is a part of
theirpropagandawartodiscredit
anddemoralisethepolice”.
Balkawde claimed a video-

tapedpanchnama fromthe spot
of the encounter purportedly
showsPrakashinuniform,Rajuin
acivildresscarryingawhistleand
abig-dialwatch,which isusually
withaseniorcadreorwithasen-
try. The SP said bothmenwere
identifiedbysurrenderedNaxals
aswell.“Amagisterialinquiryhas
been ordered,” Balkawde said.
Viscera samples of the twohave
been sent for forensic tests. “The
reportswillbringthetruthtofore.”
TheSPcitedtheChhattisgarh

origin of Prakash and Raju as a
facttosupportpoliceclaim.“Our
information is that they had
Naxal connections since they
werestayinginChhattisgarh.We
areconfirming that,”hesaid.
A top source said, “Naxals

generally drop posters or pam-
phlets to declare so if the de-
ceased is not their cadres or
militiamen. In this case, they
haven’tcomeoutwithanysuch
announcement.”
Panda and Rukmi, however,

counter the police claim.
“Prakash andwe came here 10
yearsago.Hewasonly13at the
time,” Panda said.
Rukmi said that Raju had

come toModemetta around 20
yearsagowhentheygotmarried.
Panda and Rukmi also main-
tainedthattheduowasnotNaxal
oreventheirsupporters.“Thepo-
lice offered us money and
monthly pay-ups,whichwe re-
fused.Wewantjustice,”theysaid.
Bhamragad tribal activist

Lalsu Nogoti, a lawyer and a
Zilla Parishad member, said
though therewas “Naxal influ-
ence” in the area, there have
beenaccusationsagainstpolice
killing innocent villagers. “It
can’t be ruled out in this case
too.Thereshouldbefair inquiry
into thematter.”

NOVEMBER29GADCHIROLI ENCOUNTER

2 killed had no Naxal
link, say villagers;
police claim otherwise

(Top)PrakashMahunda’sbrotherPanda;RajuPusali’swife
RukmianddaughtersKarishmaandPermila. DeepakDaware

Village mourns
slain soldier: ‘He
was always at
the forefront to
help the needy’
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SANDIPSAWANT,the29-year-old
soldierwhowas killed during a
counter-insurgencyoperation in
Nowshera sector of Jammuand
KashmironWednesday,hadvis-
itedhisnativevillageinSataradis-
trict 15 days ago to attend the
naming ceremony of his two-
month-olddaughter.
Sawant, a Naik in the Indian

Army, andanotherArmysoldier,
Arjun ThapaMagar (25), were
killed after an infiltration bid by
armed terrorists was foiled by
Indiantroops.Sawantbelongedto
MundhevillageofKaradtalukain
Satara district. He is survivedby
hiswifeSmita,daughter,parents
andabrother.

Ramesh Lavate, sarpanch of
Mundhevillage, said, “Theentire
villageiswiththefamilyinthisdif-
ficult time.Thevillagehaslostan
energetic and caring boywhom
we have all seen grow up.
Wheneverhecametothevillage
onleave,hewhole-heartedlypar-
ticipated in festivals and village
gatherings.Hewasalwaysat the
forefront to help the needy. It is
likewehave lost a familymem-
ber.” A fewhours beforehewas
killed, Sawanthad spoken tohis
brother and inquired about the
family.
“Thefamilymembersareina

state of shock.Weare tryingour
best help them cope with the
tragedy,”saidLavate.
Sawant’smortalremainswere

flowntoPunefromDelhiandwill
be taken to his native village by
roadon Fridaymorning.His last
rites are expected to performed
aroundFridaynoon.

SANDIPSAWANT
KILLED INJ&K Direct police to produce minor children of inmates

before Child Welfare Committee: rights panel to DGP
SADAFMODAK
MUMBAI, JANUARY2

THE MAHARASHTRA State
Commission for Protection of
Child Rights haswritten to the
DirectorGeneralof Police, stat-
ing that notices should be is-
sued to all police stations
across the stateasking themto
produce children in the age
group of 6-18 years before the
Child Welfare Committee if
their parents face arrest.
According to a Supreme

Court judgment, a child is al-
lowed to stay with his or her

mother in prison till the age of
six.Othersbetweentheageofsix
and18,canstaywiththeirfather,
other relatives or in protective
custodyatachildren’shome.
Members of the commis-

sion, while visiting prisons in
thestate,wereapproachedbya
few women undertrials, who
informed them that theywere
notawarewhere their children
were after their arrest. Social
workers, working in prisons,
also informed commission
members that while making
arrests, the police do not nec-
essarilyasktheaccused if there
haveminor children.

“The letter to the DGP was
asper the Juvenile Justice (Care
and Protection) Act and other
Actspertainingtochildren.The
request is toproduceminorsof
accused persons to be pro-
duced before the district Child
Welfare Committee by the po-
lice after the arrest of a parent
so that theyarenot leftoutside
andput insomedangeroussit-
uation,” said Santosh Shinde,
member of the commission.
Hesaid, asperprovisionsof

the JJ Act, the CWC can hand
over the custody of a child to a
parent, or guardian or take the
child into protective custody.

The parents should also be in
the know of the well-being of
the child.
The letter also states that

theparents should, fromtime-
to-time,be informedabout the
child. It also states that regular
reports should be sent to the
commission regarding the
compliance of this.
According to Prison

Statistics of India, 2018, the to-
tal number ofwomen inmates
with children is 1,732 with
1,999children. InMaharashtra,
thereare97womeninmates in
the state’s prisons with 117
children.
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GOVERNOR BHAGAT Singh
Koshyari visited Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray’s residence
Matoshree in Bandra (East)
Thursdayeveningfordinner.The
move,sourcessaid, isbeingseen
asanattempttoimprovethere-
lations between the Governor
andtheChiefMinister.
In November last year,

Koshyarihadrefusedtoaccedeto
the Sena’s request to be allowed
atimeextension for forming the
governmentinthestateafterarift
withitspre-pollally,theBJP.Sena
sources said, Thackeray had ex-
tended a personal invitation to
the Governor for the dinner.
Uddhav’s wife Rashmi, sons
AadityaandTejas,werealsopres-
ent,sourcessaid.

Governor meets
CM over dinner

While overseeing
the event, itwas

pointedout that the
MaharashtraPolice’s
flagwasdesignedbyVN
Adarkar, aKalaNagar
resident, a localitywhere
I stay to this day.”
—UDDHAVTHACKERAY
CHIEFMINISTER,MAHARASHTRA

RAISINGDAYPARADE

Nehru gave state police its flag;
honoured to oversee ceremony: CM

Sawantwaskilledafter
aninfiltrationbidby
armedterroristswas
foiledbyIndiantroops
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AFTEREXPANDINGhis council
of ministers, Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray is all set to
reachout to top industryheads
andCEOsata timewhencoun-
try’s industrial production has
contracted further and private
investment is yet to pick up af-
ter a prolonged slowdown.
Sources confirmed that the

CMwill firstholdaninteraction
with the industry captains in
Mumbai on January 7, before
holding deliberations with in-
dustrialists from drought-hit
Marathwada region in
Aurangabad two days later,
seeking inputs on how to spur
updemand and investment.
Maharashtra, the country’s

most industrialised state, has
also been hit by macro eco-
nomicheadwinds. Thackeray’s
meeting also comes in the
backdrop of a negative buzz
among a section of industrial-
ists about the investment cli-
mate prevalent in the country.
Last month, industrialist

Rahul Bajaj, at an award func-
tion inMumbai, had said there
wasanatmosphereof fear, and
that peoplewere afraid to crit-
icise the government. Bajaj is
among those to be invited for
theThackeraymeet, confirmed
officials.
Seniorofficialsalsosaidthat

Thackeray has plans to an-
nouncean investment summit
in Mumbai in February or
March.
What has been worrying

many,especially in thegovern-

ment, is the slowdown in in-
vestment—private investment
in particular. The ongoing eco-
nomic slowdown in the coun-
try has affected new invest-
ments anddemand.According
to government data, the GDP
growth inSeptember2019had
plungedtoasix-year lowof 4.5
per cent, the lowest since
March 2013. On December 5,
the RBI slashed the real GDP
growth for 2019-20 down-
wards from 6.1 per cent in
October policy to 5 per cent,
saying it can even go down to
4.9 per cent. India’s industrial
output contracted 3.8 per cent
in October as against 4.3 per
cent inSeptember,accordingto
the Index of Industrial
Production (IIP) data, released
by the government on
December 12.

CM to reach out to India Inc
Uddhavtoholdconferenceof industryheads,CEOsonJan7
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